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Assignment Three. Learning about climate change and coping strategies from the knowledge base of our community members?
Part 1. 

I downloaded the handbook from CARE: Climate Vulnerability and Capacity Analysis and skimmed the first 28 pages highlighting areas that I would like to return to and read more carefully.

I also downloaded the PVCA Field Guide and Lesson Plan to use as a template for my assignment.

Part 2. 

I printed out the four exercises and reviewed them with my team. I then make notes on the exercises that helped to adapt them specifically to my community context, and then I pasted the exercises into MS Word and so that I can have an archive file that I can print again in the future.

I decided to modify the historical timeline by including weather events to see if with their local knowledge and memory they have served changes in climate over the past 10 or 20 years. I decided to add a few starter subjects to see what the participants might come up with:

· Change in the timing of the growing season

· Storms

· Flooding

· Drought/heat waves

· Erratic rainfall - or changing rainfall conditions

· Water availability

I chose to draw a very simple handout that shows some factory smokestacks, exhaust from buses and trucks, and smoke from slash and burn agriculture. And, a simple drawing of the earth with this smoke (gases) acting as sort of a blanket. I decided it wouldn't be reasonable to get into greater detail about climate change due to the low educational level of the community members -- but this would give them an idea of why we're meeting.
Part 3. 

I role played the exercises with my colleagues so that we will be better prepared for when we present the workshop.

After reading through the exercises, discussing them with my colleagues -- and then role-playing them with my colleagues -- we felt that the four exercises were really quite simple and flexible; we didn't feel the need for any modifications. The only thing that I did do was to translate them into Spanish since we are in Guatemala, so that future facilitators can use them as they expand the program in different communities. 

The one thing that we did decide to do was to break the participants into two groups -- one of men -- and the other of women. We felt that we would get more honest answers from the women without men there. We decided we would be able to combine their information and when we return in a few weeks share with them how the combined information looked

Part 4. 

We double checked that we have all of our materials together -- like large sheets of paper, and pens and markers for doing the drawings. Because this is a 5 ½ hour workshop we have planned to serve snacks, drinks, and a lunch.

Part 5.

The most interesting and significant things for me in the first 30 pages of the CARE handbook were the charts on pages 10, 18 and 27 that showed examples of activities and outcomes at the household level for the different stages of this assessment process. They are examples of activities and outcomes that I can use in my project. I also like the chart on page 20 that showed the purpose of the different exercises, and I really liked the picture of the floating gardens in Bangladesh on page 19 and I would like to learn more about this technique. 
My favorite quote from this week's discussion was the one that describes how communities have the capability of doing their own assessments, designing their own projects, and implementing their own projects -- in a bottom-up manner. This is my favorite quote because it is the basis for the Center for Sustainable Development.
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