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Assignment 6. Garden planning, seedlings in containers, and transplanting seedlings

Part One: Planning the next garden
During our follow-up visits we've been asking the gardeners which crops they did and did not like -- and also, which new things they would like to try. We also asked them if they plan to keep their garden the same size -- or add new beds. 
We chose to focus on one family in order to make a list. They liked everything that they planted the first time -- even though some of the crops are not fully ripe -- they are vegetables that they are used to and look forward to eating. So they would like to replant those things. 
They dug four beds the first time -- and are planning to dig two more this time. They also told us of a few new things they would like to try.

	Three months ago the gardeners planted these crops
	Crops that they will replant
	New things they would like to try

	Perennial Trees:

Mango

Avocado

Annual Crops:

Papaya

indigenous beans
Green peas (shelled)

carrots

local red spicy peppers

pumpkin

yellow butternut squash

tomatoes

spinach

Green onions

Basil
	Annual Crops:

Papaya

indigenous beans
Green peas (shelled)

carrots

local red spicy peppers

pumpkin

yellow butternut squash

tomatoes

spinach

Green onions

Basil
	Perennial Trees:

lime

Annual Crops

banana

large sweet red peppers

garlic

mint


We then met with the agriculturalist who has been helping us for the past few months and showed him the list. He said that what they chose is fine -- and since they were in a warm lowland area, and had access to water throughout the year that they could go ahead and plant again. 
He suggested planting three times a year -- partially because it fit a cultural pattern -- and partially because that would spread out harvests so they could always be picking something. His suggested planting dates (planting seeds and seedlings outside in the ground) were:

March 15 -- because this is two months before the beginning of the rainy season; the seedlings can be hand watered at first, but the maturing plants will benefit from the rain. 

July 15 - because these plants would be able to enjoy another four months of the rainy season.

October 15 -- because these plants would be able to enjoy the last month of the rainy season -- and because it is becoming cooler today will need a longer growing period. He would not suggest planting pumpkin, yellow butternut squash, nor large sweet red peppers in this cycle -- but everything else would be fine.
Based upon the gardener’s list and the agriculturalists advice, we will recommend to the gardening family that they planted these seeds in containers on January 15:
· local red spicy peppers

· pumpkin

· yellow butternut squash

· tomatoes

· Green onions

· Basil

· large sweet red peppers

· mint

We returned to the family and explained the planting suggestions of the agriculturalist. We then suggested that they draw a new map of their garden and read locate plants that they would like to replant into new beds and to indicate what other plants they want to plant in which beds. 

Part Two: Planting seeds in containers

We decided to wait until January to hold a short workshop on planting in containers so that the workshop would fit within the planting cycle -- both for our gardeners -- and for our own demonstration garden as well.
We also suggested that the gardeners begin saving containers in which to plant seeds -- and to make sure that they had some nice, fine, light compost to plant the seeds in for January.

Part Three: Transplanting the seeds outside

Likewise, we have scheduled a short workshop in March to show how to transplant the seedlings directly into the garden soil -- and then begin properly caring for them.
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