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Assignment 3. Will your theory of a solution work?
I focused on finding scientific papers on the following three of my activities to see if they had shown evidence of solving my project challenge. I searched through Google and the ‘Links to Development Sites” listed on the menu to the left. Although I have noted several scientific papers for each activity, the homework assignment only asks you to find one paper per activity.

Activity 1

Activity 1 Climate smart Agricultural Practices program
Keywords: how will soil conservation measures positively affect crop production?
In Google we found:

1. Impact of Soil Conservation on Crop Production in the Northern Ethiopian Highlands. IFPRI Discussion Paper. 2007. 
www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp00733.pdf

Summary Paragraph
The main reasons for IFPRI to carry out research in the North of Ethiopia were (i) the fact that land degradation, e.g. soil erosion and nutrient depletion, was leading to a less food secure situation in the area and (ii) the general trend of a decline in agricultural production in developing countries. The research investigated the impact of stone bunds on crop production value per hectare. Using three different methods, the article concludes that stone bunds have significant positive effect on crop production value raising from 47 USD / ha without measures to 59 USD / ha with conservation measures. It is also pointed out that while these measures are obvious in dry lands, it should not be underestimated that conservation measures (e.g. drainage measures) could play an important role in high rainfall areas as well. The findings of this study are consistent with outcomes of similar studies in the same area.


Activity 2
Consciousness raising health and hygiene, and follow up
Keys: Health and hygiene AND child mortality
In PUBMED we found:
1. Effect of hand washing on child health: a randomized controlled trial. (Luby et al.)

Summary Paragraph:
In a randomized clinical trial conducted in Karachi, Pakistan shows that hand washing can reduce diarrhea in children in developing nations. In adjoining squatter settlements in Karachi, Pakistan, 25 neighborhoods were randomly assigned to a hand washing promotion; 11 neighborhoods (306 households) were randomized as controls. In neighborhoods with hand washing promotion, 300 households each were assigned to antibacterial soap containing 1·2% triclocarban and to plain soap. In the study children younger than 15 years in households where plain soap was used to wash hands had a 53% lower incidence of diarrhea (−65% to −41%). Hands can pick up pathogens that cause diarrhea in the latrine, by washing hands in infected water, by touching another person’s hands, and by touching the ground where someone has tracked fecal matter.Hand washing with soap prevents the two clinical syndromes that cause the largest number of childhood deaths gandbally—namely, diarrhea and acute lower respiratory infections.


Activity 3


Facilitate the organization of a community advocacy program
Key words:  Community led advocacy for healthimprovement
	In PUBMED we found 
1. Community-directed interventions for integrated delivery of a health package against major health problems in rural Uganda: perceptions on the strategy and its effectiveness.(Ndyomugyenyi & Kabali, 2010)
	
2. We also found http://www.who.int/tb/dots/comm_hss.pdf from the WHO website


Summary Paragraph:

In a study conducted in Uganda aimed to examine community perceptions on Community Directed Interventions (CDI) strategy and its effectiveness for integrated delivery of health interventions with different degrees of complexity (insecticide treated nets, vitamin A supplements to children, home management of malaria and direct observation treatment of tuberculosis), using community-directed treatment with ivermectin (CDTI) as an entry point, compared to conventional delivery channels. The interventions were implemented in an incremental manner and both qualitative and quantitative methods were used at evaluation, three years after implementation. Coverage was significantly higher in CDI arm, compared to conventional delivery channels for all interventions (P < 0.05), except for direct observation treatment of tuberculosis (P > 0.05). Community members expressed interest in CDI because it responds to their perceived health problems, actively engages them and improves access to health care services. Community led advocacy groups are better placed to advocate for the community’s needs and therefore influence the development, reach, implementation and oversight of public systems and policies. It also ensures full community participation increasing the likelihood of intervention uptake by the community
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	Adaptation. We were able to find several links to scientific documents that related to our small-scale farmer adaptation programs from our project outline.
With google scholar we found an article: Hassand R., and C. Nhemachena. 2008. Determinants of African farmers’ strategies for adapting to climate change: Multinomial choice analysis. AfJARE. Vol 2. http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/56969/2/0201%20Nhemachena%20&%20Hassan%20-%2026%20may.pdf
This article shows that multi strategy programs are likely to have the best results in terms of climate change adaptation. Regarding agronomic practices (as part of our 1st program) it is mentioned that experienced farmers have better knowledge of climate change adaptation and agricultural practices. Hence the importance of awareness raising is underlined.
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	Facebook Posting. 
We “Liked” the CSDi Facebook page.
2. We then posted a link to the course to the first scientific documents above that I used in this assignmentand posted:
[bookmark: _GoBack]For this course we found many articles on soil/water conservation practices in Africa. Does anyone have a practical resource (site, links, articles) located in Asia or South America? Zipo posted a link to a scientific paper on the discussion forum.
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