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Assignment 2. What’s your theory of a solution?

Part 1. 

Searching for project activities; a list of colleagues and websites that you consulted for potential activities.
We spoke with colleagues in The Netherlands/New Zealand/Mozambique about activities (from their own working experience) carried out to address chronic famine and child mortality in rural settings
Jaap Evers, (IFAD)
Simon Chevalking (MetaMeta)
Jaap mentioned that small scale low tech micro-irrigation (as in IFADs SCAMPIS project) successfully introduced in India, Madagascar and Guatemala and provided me with the website: http://www.ifad.org/english/water/scampis/ 

Rainwater harvesting and hygiene awareness campaigns were mentioned by Simon and he provided us with 2 books (also online available at http://www.nwp.nl/over_nwp/publicaties.php): 
· Smart Hygiene Solutions
· Smart Water Harvesting Solutions
We also looked through the Internet for food security, and health and hygiene sites, and we checked the Links to Dev Sites and Documents page in the course menu to the left. We found the following sources:
FAO Improving nutrition through home gardening: A training package for preparing field workers in Africa (available in English, French and Portuguese: http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/x3996e/x3996e00.htm 
Jama Effect of Intensive Handwashing Promotion on Childhood Diarrhea in High-Risk Communities in Pakistan. A Randomized Controlled Trial
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=198846 
RELMA Drip irrigation options for smallholder farms in Eastern and Southern Africa. http://www.sswm.info/sites/default/files/reference_attachments/SIJALI%202001%20Drip%20Irrigation%20Options%20for%20Smallholder%20Farmers%20in%20Eastern%20and%20Southern%20Africa.pdf 
TheWaterChannel Webinar by Henk Holtslag “Smart Water Solutions, an update on low cost water technologies”: http://www.thewaterchannel.tv/index.php?option=com_hwdvideoshare&task=viewvideo&Itemid=4&video_id=1073 

UNESCO Community Participation in Nutrition Education: A Training Manual

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0008/000813/081336eo.pdf 

From reading through these sources and from ideas uncovered in my meetings, we chose what we thought were the 4 best interventions/activities to address each problem and their underlying causes, and then placed them within the problem list. 

Adaptation Component: We looked through the Internet CBA situation activities, we checked the Links to Dev Sites and Documents page in the course menu to the left, and we scanned 300 Hands-on Field Activities for CBA projects. We found the following resource: 
Agriculture and Adaptation:

IDS Adapting to Climate Change: Challenges and opportunities for the development community. http://www.tearfund.org/webdocs/website/Campaigning/policy%20and%20research/Adapting%20to%20climate%20change%20discussion%20paper.pdf
This practical publication explains the importance of the incorporation of climate change in the development sector. It starts with an overview of the basics on climate change (definitions of climate change, vulnerability, main organizations working in the field, etc.). On 6 topics (including health and food security), it presents an overview of current activities, case studies and idea for action. At the end of each sub chapter, the publication provides the reader with further related resources. One of the key outcomes is that development NGOs need to make sure that their programs are resilient to climate change. Their activities need to be included in an integrated way. 

From reading through these sources and from ideas uncovered in our meetings, we chose what we thought were the 2 best adaptation interventions/activities to address the adaptation problem and underlying cause, and then placed them within the problem list. 
Part 2. 

Important: We cut and pasted the Problem Statement from assignment One. We then annotated the Problem Statement, the Project Outline, and the Goal statement so you can see how they interrelate and are parallel to each other. 
Problem Statement:
[Problems and underlying causes] (1) 566 households (with 6 members in each household on average) in the community of Mezimbite, Mozambique are frequently suffering from constant famine caused by poor agricultural production capacity, a lack of knowledge improved agricultural practices and climate change related unpredictable rain and extreme weather events. (2) They also suffer from a high mortality rate among children in the community due to a lack of a health post in health facilities within the community and a lack of knowledge of health and hygiene. [Negative Impacts] (a)  Famine takes away healthy live years from members of the community and can lead to food insecurity and malnutrition thereby reducing overall productivity, well-being, and social status. When children are under-nourished this will lead to a disturbed development, affected school participation, which could lead to a vicious circle. (b) Child mortality leaves a heavy burden on parents and other family members. (c) Besides grief, the social network is disturbed; the important future generation will not get the chance to perform and the older generation cannot count on them. (d) Malnourished and diseased community members are unable to produce sufficient food and income for themselves and (e) to lead the productive, meaningful, prosperous lives they need to leave the cycle of poverty and contribute to the development of their communities.
Part 3.

Project Outline: Problem list combined with potential interventions/activities/solutions that we chose
[Problem 1]. Chronic famine among the community.
Climate smart Agricultural Practices program [solution to underlying cause: Poor agricultural production capacity and lack of knowledge of improved agricultural practices. Climate change related unpredictable start of rainy season and unusual dry periods]:

[Activity 1]: Surveys and interviews to collect existing data on local weather conditions, traditional knowledge on agriculture, changes in agricultural cycles, vulnerabilities and coping strategies, and current agricultural activities at household level.
[Activity 2]: Identify expert specialist/extension agent in soil, water and agriculture to design and facilitate participatory workshops

[Activity 3]. Community workshop on participatory mapping of water and land resources and uses, agricultural challenges and vulnerabilities—and degraded hotspots

[Activity 4] Conduct Farmer workshops on soil restoration and conservation techniques

[Activity 5]: Conduct farmer workshops (and follow-up) on water harvesting, conservation and management techniques. 
[Problem 2]. A high mortality rate among the children in the community.
Health and Hygiene Program [Solution to underlying cause: Lack of knowledge of health and hygiene]:

[Activity 1]. Consciousness raising health and hygiene workshop and follow-up
[Activity 2]. Hand washing workshop and follow-up
[Activity 3]. Point of use water purification system workshop and follow-up
Advocacy program for Government or NGO health centre [Solution to underlying cause: Lack of health post and health facilities within or near the community]:

[Activity 1]. Facilitate the organization of a community Advocacy program

[Activity 2]. Consultation with advocacy expert to develop a participatory process and committee training program

[Activity 3]. Facilitate the Advocacy program committee develops an advocacy plan in order to work together with the authorities on the provision of a health post 
[Activity 4]. Advocacy program makes an official claim to the government or to NGO authorities asking for support in the provision of a health post 
Part 4.

Goal Statement: 
566 households (with 6 members in each household on average) in the community of Mezimbite, Mozambique will have (1) improved nutrition and year round food security through the Climate smart agricultural practices program ,(2) improved child survival in the community through a Health and Hygiene program and advocacy program for government/NGO health centre. This will lead to [Positive Impacts] (a) Healthy live years for the members of the community (b) food security- therefore improved productive, social well being and social status(c) improved child development and (d) improved school participation- leading to their ability to lead productive , meaningful and prosperous lives as adults. 
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	Adaptation. 
1. We chose a climate smart agricultural practices program which would fit the scope and context of our project and would help the farmers adapt to a variable climate situation. 
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	CSDi Development Community Posting. Because none of our login name falls within A-F, our group has not posted anything on the community.  We all joined the CSDi Development Community and the Fanpage of CSDi and have made our contributions
For example, Lenneke added a video on large scale land restoration in Ethiopia: http://developmentcommunity.csd-i.org/video/video 



