FIELD REPORT FOR THE VISITATION DONE IN WAGETE,TANZANIA 
AIMED AT DISCUSSING THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
TO THAT COMMUNITY 
By Philip Chiwanga (AICT-MUD) and Chris Enns (CRWRC)

August 4
1.0 Developing a hazard map

Community members from 5 hamlets in Wagete village attended the workshop and were asked to be in two groups of neighboring hamlets. One group comprised three hamlets namely Ngayani, Majengo and Bondeni while the other group comprised the people from Mabatini and Mwamanota hamlets. Each of these groups had to develop a joint map of their hamlets and indicate different resources and structures contained while indicating hazards that occur in each place. 
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1.1 Identification of resources in the community 

The process of developing a village map was done by the local people themselves as it can be seen in the photo above. As they were drawing a map, they also show different resources endowed in that village and among the resources that were shown in the map include 

	Resource 
	Who access it 
	Who controls it

	Water wells 
	All the people 
	Not applicable 

	Forest (bush)
	All the people
	Village government 

	Seasonal river 
	All the people
	Not applicable

	Primary school 
	school aged children
	Teachers 

	Land for crop cultivation 
	All the people 
	Crop growers 

	Land for grazing 
	Livestock keepers 
	Livestock keepers 


1.2 Identification of hazards 

After the drawing of the map and the resources in it was over, the facilitators helped the community members to identify and locate different type of hazards on the map they have drawn. The photo below shows the facilitator observing how community members are locating hazards on the village map
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During the discussion on the impact of these hazards to the community, it was found that 
· Floods affect all the people, but especially crop growers who grow their crops in the valleys or by the river. 

· Drought affects all the people as well but the most vulnerable ones are the ones who does not keep livestock because it was mentioned that livestock acts as major means to gain livelihoods during prolonged droughts by being sold and use the money to buy food from other communities which managed to have good harvest in the previous growing season

· Malaria was found to affect all the people but under 5 children being the most vulnerable group

· Hunger which is the result of prolonged drought affects all the people but the people at high risk are women and children because they are some times left alone at home by the husbands/fathers and neglected. There are some families where women are bread winners for their household and those women face lots of difficulty in caring for their children and also searching for food to feed the family especially during time of hunger. 

· Lack of health services in the village is a problems that affect all the people but it severely affect pregnant women who can sometimes to walk tens of kilometers in search of a clinic and consequently face labor complications and sometimes they lose their lives (they gave a recent example of a lady who lost her life when she was on the way to a nearby health centre located about 20 kilometers from this village)

1.3 Comparison of today’s disasters and those of 10/20/30 years back 

The congregation comprised people of different age and therefore they had different expediencies in hazards over a time period.  When they were asked to share their experiences in the difference between today’s hazards and those that used to happen in some years back, they said they have changed considerably and are no longer the same. They said the difference lies in Pattern, Time and Intensity of occurrence of such hazards. 

They differ in patterns of occurrence in the sense that in the past floods and droughts were not frequently alternating each other as it is happening now. They experienced a period of enough rainfall for many years before they came to experience hunger. And according to them, drought was not very common in those times. 
Difference in time were noted by referring to the onset period of rain season where in the period of 30 years back, the onset of rainy season used to begin in August and the season persisted for a very long time - the dry season persisted for only one moth and that is June alone, but other months throughout the year were occupied by rain season.   
Intensity of hazards differs from the past due to extraordinary elongation of the dry season that they are experiencing right now. According to their current experience, nowadays rains start from November and last on April and the rest of the year is covered by dry season. 

2.0 preparation of the seasonal calendar 
After the facilitation on how to develop a community seasonal calendar, the community members came up with the following calendar 

	Event 
	The time at which it is done/occurs (in months)

	
	Jan 
	Feb 
	Mar 
	Apr  
	May
	June
	July 
	Aug 
	Sept 
	Oct 
	Nov 
	Dec 

	Sowing seeds 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Farm preparation 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Building houses 
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Selling crops 
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Weeding  
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Crop harvesting 
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Grazing livestock 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Engaging in small business (in general)
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Engaging in selling vegetables and sardines 
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Shop keeping
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Bricks making 
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Tailoring 
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Malaria spread (hazard)
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tuberculosis (TB)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Poultry diseases 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3.0 Historical timeline 
There was only one man who was alive in the 1960s who could give an experience of those times. However other people were able to tell what has happened as from 1980s to date, and the historical time line was developed as follows: 
	No
	Year
	Event

	1
	1962
	Floods which had widespread effect over the whole district

	2
	1983-1986
	Inter tribal fight between kurya people and isenye people 

	3
	1993
	Invasion of wild animals to people’s farms and destroyed crops

	4
	1997
	Droughts which led to famine 

	5
	1998
	Excessive rainfall which led to floods 

	6
	2005
	Drought  that led to famine 

	7
	2010
	Receiving refugees from the neighboring communities due to inter tribal war. 

	8
	2011
	Heavy rainfall which led to floods during the onset period of rain season

	
	
	Drought soon after the rain season has started. It persisted for a long time and led to famine


4.0 vulnerability matrix

This exercise was not done because I had no a copy of facilitation guideline since the one I gave you it was mine and yours Justina had already put in your bag unknowingly the day you left Wagete. So I am very sorry for that, but hope that if it can not affect your assignment I will do it the other time.
5.0 coping strategies against the impacts of hazards 

5.1 Current strategies against famine due to droughts 

· Doing casual labor works and gaining some wages in return

· Keeping livestock which are sold during drought and gain some money to buy food

· Helping one another as they are able 

· Growing drought resistant crops such as cassava, millet and sweet potatoes 

· Using more vegetables than ugali (porridge-like staple food made from flour) in a meal
Aspired strategies 

· Find alternative sources of food sold at cheaper price from either the government and/or other relief organizations and buy more to store for future use.

· Changing farming methods especially from varieties that takes longer time to reach maturity to the ones that takes relatively short time to mature

· Find the possibility of digging more water wells which will help in running irrigation schemes 

· Considering in investing on environmental conservation strategies by planting more trees within the village especially on the bare land. 

5.2 Current strategies against floods 

· Advising the people who live by the river and in the valleys to consider shifting from those areas to others since they are at high risk of floods

· Prohibiting people from trying to cross the river when water is flowing 

Aspired strategies 

· Making advertising boards on both sides of the river warning people (especially those who are not natives of Wagete) to warn them not to try crossing the river when it is full of water 
· Asking support from the government and other development organizations to build a permanent bridge which will help people to safely cross the river 

 Current strategies against poultry diseases 
· Utilizing the local knowledge of disease control by using natural herbs 
· Slaughtering the incurable poultry 

Aspired strategies 

Continue working together with agricultural extension officers of the government and other development partners in finding more ways of diseases control
The photo in the left shows the community members concentrating on developing a map for their joint hamlets showing different features/structures and areas that has been frequently hit by different types of hazards. This group is the group that includes people from Ngayani, Bondeni and Majengo hamlets. 


As it can be viewed from the photo, they are developing a community map themselves while staffs (the second and third from right) just watching them and giving them guidance on how to do it better. 





The community members identified the following hazards in their community 


Floods 


Droughts 


Malaria spread 


Hunger (as a result of droughts)


Lack of health services within the community


Tuberculosis (TB)


HIV/AIDS 








After the two groups had developed their maps, they displayed them on the wall before the discussion started. The person in the right photo is a representative from on the two groups presenting the map to the audience and he made some clarification on different symbols used to represent different features on the map.  The exercise was quite interesting and enjoyable to the people who attended the workshop 








PAGE  
- 5 -

