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Online Learning: OL 341 From the Ground Up for Adaptation. Center for Sustainable Development http://www.csd-i.org/ 
Assignment 2. What’s your theory of a solution?

Part 1. 

Searching for project activities; a list of colleagues and websites that you consulted for potential activities.
I looked through the Internet for community based health care and education sites and I checked the Links to Dev Sites, community development, education and literacy groups and Documents page in the course menu to the left. I found the following sources:
Timor-Leste trials healthcare from the people, to the people:  http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jul/13/timor-leste-health-development
Partners in Health: http://www.pih.org/pages/community-health-workers
Document: Lesson Plan - Presenting the concept of Parent involvement in their children’s education to Community Members:

Workshop on Parental encouragement (Education and Literacy) http://www.csd-i.org/workshop-lesson-plans/ 
Document: Community Health Education in Developing Countries. Appropriate Technologies for Development. Manual M-8 http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/search/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED243819&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=no&accno=ED243819
Document: Village Forestry Training Manual - forming and operating a Village forestry core group (pp. 155 – 161)  

http://www.mekonginfo.org/mrc_en/doclib.nsf/0/0A2450F7612FDBBD47256B96000B0D43/$FILE/Course1-5.pdf  
Document: Why Some Village Water and Sanitation Committees are Better than Others
http://www.sulabhenvis.in/admin/upload/pdf_upload/sa_ybetter.pdf
From reading through these sources and through suggestions from Tim Magee, I chose what I thought were the 4 best intervention/activities to address the problems and their underlying causes, and then placed them within the problem list. 

Adaptation Component: I looked through the Internet CBA situation activities, I checked the Links to Dev Sites and Documents page in the course menu to the left, and I scanned 300 Hands-on Field Activities for CBA projects. I found the following resource to be most relevant as suggested by Tim:

Agriculture and Adaptation:

IFPRI: Are Soil and Water Conservation Technologies a Buffer Against Production Risk in the Face of Climate Change? Insights from Ethiopia.

http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/rb15_17.pdf
The position of this paper is that soil and water conservation technologies have significant impacts in reducing production risk as part of efforts to promote farm-level adaptation to climate change. However, these impacts are location specific and may not be applicable to other locations due to the differences in agroecologies and other factors. Therefore it is important that these differences are taken into account when soil and water conservation programs are used as part of a climate change adaptation strategy. This paper also details 10 activities that can be incorporated as adaptation's into agricultural systems at risk.
From reading through these sources and from suggestions from Tim, I chose what I thought were the 2 best adaptation intervention/activities to address the adaptation problem and underlying cause, and then placed them within the problem list. 
Part 2. Problem Statement:

[Problems and underlying causes] (1) 4000 community members in the village of Wagete in the Region of Mara, Tanzania are suffering from a lack of community health services due to a lack of government support and a shortage nurses and medical staff, and a (2) lack of access to quality education due to insufficient committed teachers, a lack of government support, and a lack of understanding for the importance of education on the part of local parents—and reduced crop yield due to unpredictable weather patterns related to climate change. These challenges lead to [Negative impacts] (a) poor health in the community, (b) the death of pregnant mothers, (c) a lack of well-educated professionals, and (d) reduce children's ability to receive a sound education, leading to a (e) reduction in their ability to develop and prosper as adults. These challenges also (f) reduce the ability of adults to lead the productive, meaningful, prosperous and hopeful lives they need to leave the cycle of poverty and contribute to the development of their communities.

Part 3. Project Outline: Problem list combined with potential interventions/activities/solutions that I chose
Problems:
[Problem 1] Lack of health services in community (leading to poor healthcare)
Health care advocacy program [Solution to underlying cause: little government support in providing health care]
[Activity 1] Form a health committee to engage government in improving health care
[Activity 2] Train community members as health workers/promoters – advocated by health committee
[Problem 2] Lack of access to quality education


Education support program [Solution to underlying cause – lack of support from parents, teachers and government in education]

[Activity 1] Form an education committee to engage government and teacher commitment in school 

[Activity 2] Workshop on parental involvement

New underlying cause related to climate change that I added to the outline since the community did not identify one: 
[Problem 3] Reduced crop yield
Farmer Soil and Water Conservation Program [Solution to underlying cause: unpredictable rainfall patterns have reduced crop yield]  
[Activity 1] Farmer workshop on soil and water conservation techniques
[Activity 2] Mulching for increasing organic material in the soil
Part 4. Goal Statement: 
4000 community members in the village of Wagete in the Region of Mara, Tanzania will have [Underlying causes to problems as if they have been solved] (1) improved community health services through a health care advocacy program, (2) improved access to quality education through an education support program and (3) increased crop yield through a farmer soil and water conservation program. These will lead to [Positive impacts] (a) improved health in the community, (b) greater survival rates of pregnant mothers, (c) well-educated professionals in the community, and (d) an increase in children's ability to receive a sound education, leading to an (e) increase in their ability to develop and prosper as adults. These solutions also (f) increase the ability of adults to lead the productive, meaningful, prosperous and hopeful lives they need to leave the cycle of poverty and contribute to the development of their communities.
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	Adaptation. 
1. The soil and water conservation program would help the farmers adapt to a variable rainfall patterns. This is because the program can be applied to the context of the village.  
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	CSDi Development Community Posting. Because my login name falls within A-F,  I joined the CSDi Development Community and then I joined the Adapting to Climate Change, Community Empowerment and Family Food Security groups.
I visited the Community Empowerment group as there was a posting that had a link to a relevant article. I replied to this posting.
My reply: http://developmentcommunity.csd-i.org/group/communityempowerment/forum/topics/timorleste-trials-healthcare?page=1&commentId=5817263%3AComment%3A18902&x=1#5817263Comment18902
Thanks Tim, this article was really useful for Assignment two


Dear Team Tanzania,

I hope that you enjoyed spring break. I am back at work now.
Another excellent job on your second assignment. More jewels in your crowns!

I really only have three comments. 
1. We should really name problem 3 “Poor Community Nutrition” or “Reduced crop harvests". For community health is too vague and doesn't relate to the adaptation component of your project.
2. I added a negative complement to this portion of your goal statement: “increased crop yield through a farmer soil and water conservation program” into your problem statement

I did clean up your goal statement little bit. No big deal, but it needs to be absolutely parallel to the problem statement—so I worked on the positive impacts. The reason for that is that we are in the process of building a logical framework so these things only to line up.

I'm looking forward to seeing your assignment three—it is a good chance to do some scholarly research—and based upon your attention to detail I'm trusting that you will find new and interesting resources that I haven't seen before.

I look forward to seeing your work.

Sincerely,

Tim
