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Assignment 1. What’s the real problem?

In the month of September 2012 floods hit Pakistan for the third consecutive year affecting more than 5 million people. Among the most affected provinces, masses of Balochistan stands high in number of people effected, infrastructure destroyed and losses to livestock and standing crops. District Naseerabad and Jaffarabad sustained more damages in all field of life. Thousands of people lost their houses, livestock and crops and are forced to live in temporary shelters, solely depending on aid provided from government and humanitarian organizations. An assessment was conducted with 25 participants comprising of 15 male and 10 Female.  Using the 10 seed technique each of the participants was able to identify their needs and prioritize them using the 10 seed vote. The 25 participants belonged to district Jafferabad, Union counsil Dera Allah Yar, representing 100 families. The needs they identified included Shelter, food and water and farming inputs to start earning their bread and butter. The needs identified are expressed by ten seed method as follows.
	List of the needs/problems and the vote results.

Session with 15 Male participants
	Votes out of 150

	Homes destroyed and people living in tents.
	50

	Food shortage with food stocks having been lost
	30

	Loss of livestock which are a livelihood source; providing milk and dung used as fuel.
	22

	Safe drinking water
	14

	Inability to buy farm inputs  such as fertilizers and seeds
	34


	List of the needs/problems and the vote results.

Session with 10 Female participants
	Votes out of 100

	Homes destroyed and people living in tents.
	30

	Food shortage with food stocks having been lost
	16

	Livestock Loss of livestock which are a livelihood source; providing milk and dung used as fuel.  
	18

	 Lack of household  items such as Cloths/Bedding/mats,  kitchen utensils
	36


Following the floods, a multi-sector initial rapid assessment took place and emergency humanitarian response carried out by various humanitarian organizations.  This project therefore follows the humanitarian emergency interventions with the aim of looking at recovery of the communities towards sustained livelihoods and development.
Simple project outline of problems/causes/impacts:

Problems:

· Lack of Shelters, people living in open / tents.

· Food shortage
Causes:

· Floods washed away crops 

· Inability to replace farm inputs washed away by floods

New underlying cause related to climate change that I added to the outline since the community did not identify one. This underlying cause is also a contributor to chronic under nutrition—so it allows me to include a climate change related underlying cause that also targets one of the community identified needs.
· Climate variability causing extreme weather events such as flooding 
Their negative impacts:
The destruction of sources of livelihood and insufficient income we to extreme poverty. Standing water and living in the open lead to malaria and pneumonia in both children and adults leading to a dependency syndrome in the community which would continue to rely on humanitarian assistance and also reduces the ability of adults to lead the productive, meaningful, prosperous lives they need to leave the cycle of poverty, to recover from destruction of the floods and contribute to the sustainable development of their communities.
Problem Statement:

100 families in the Union counsil Dera Allah Yar, Jaffarabad, Pakistan are suffering from lack of shelter (families are living in the open or in tents) due to climate change related flooding, and are suffering from shortages of food due to crops washed away by floods and an inability to replace farm inputs that were washed away by flooding. The destruction of sources of livelihood and insufficient income we to extreme poverty. Standing water and living in the open lead to malaria and pneumonia in both children and adults leading to a dependency syndrome in the community which would continue to rely on humanitarian assistance and also reduces the ability of adults to lead the productive, meaningful, prosperous lives they need to leave the cycle of poverty, to recover from destruction of the floods and contribute to the sustainable development of their communities.
	[image: image1.jpg]



	Adaptation. Short summary of climate-related underlying cause to community identified problem. Floods are one of the signs of climate variability and change.  With floods comes mainly destruction that affects various sectors.  Adaptation aims to reduce to negative impacts or to realize opportunities linked with climate change. Using various community participatory tools there would be need to enhance the community’s capacity to adapt to climate variability and change.



	[image: image2.jpg]



	Forum Discussion Report. I posted a brief description about who I am, what I do and why I’m taking the course. I did not need any advice from classmates about an adaptation component for my project outline—so I didn’t post a question plus there were no posts from 2013 session to reply too.
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